I was asked the other day. What makes a winning dog? Well I said, quite simply care! 

Care in what lines you put together, care in rearing, care in feeding, care in training and care in keeping your dog happy and healthy in mind and body. Most importantly though really caring about the dog being a partnership and just wanting to do the best you can together.
It sounds easy but the time needed to do it to best effect for each individual dog is lengthy. One way does not suit all and that is the biggest mistake many handlers make. They ignore the individual dog and handle and deal with them all in the same way. You have to listen to what your dog is saying and change your ways to get the best out of them not expect them to change for you. We have always watched all our dogs each time they are in the ring and after we have a post mortem on how it went. It doesn’t matter what the judge does you have no sway over them what you can influence is your dogs performance. Just because you win doesn’t mean your dog doesn’t need schooling. We show and work all our dogs totally differently from each other but the one thing I have always done is never to use a lead to train. Few people use a lead correctly they use a lead to control a dog pulling it back and forth and when moving to balance themselves and therefore unbalance the dog. 
I remember a lady approaching me at a show and asking about buying a pup from me. I really want one of yours as they look so easy to handle and they do everything you say on hand signals. 
I nearly gave her a hand signal! The truth is, the easier a dog looks to handle the more work has been put in at home day after day to get it there. 
Since coming back into Buhunds we have had continued success but it is not luck and if you are waiting for luck to give you a big win you will wait for a very long time. 
Hard work, dedication and love are the key and never let your dog down have the highest ethics you can and stick by them.  Admire other people’s dogs and tell them and if they have a big win send congratulations. In all the breeds I have shown or handled we have always done this and have many friends in many breeds and when you go in that big ring hearing the cheers from all around really does lift you. If someone asks for help advise them to the best of your knowledge. I will never push in telling someone how they should have handled or what is going wrong with their dog but if asked I will help. Many people in other breeds phone me to tell me a problem they have with a dog and I will either meet them and iron it out or give advice over the phone. I am always amazed at the nonsense some people spout as advice. 
I remember a young Irish Wolfhound who was pacing and whose owners were at their wits end. A so called expert told them to grab the dogs paw just before they took off on their individual round. Can you imagine that!  Anyway someone said have a word with Di and really it was no great shakes. The rhythm of movement has to be right for a dog to show to its best and that was not happening in this case, not unusually the handler only looked at the dogs failing and not at theirs. I took the dog and within half a circuit he was moving in a beautiful flowing pace. The owner thought it was a miracle till I pointed out that it was he who was the problem the dog could move like a dream he moved like a nightmare!
Always remember work is not just about getting the dog to do what you want but you doing what they want. My lot go swimming every day and they have free run of the gardens all day. You will find that they fall into a routine. If you looked at my babe’s diary it would say, 
7am say good morning to mum, go back to bed. Sleep till 10am, go swimming come back and get brushed and go for run up garden with family. 1pm get fed and go to sleep again till three and then up garden again for more fun till about 6pm. Then do gardening with dad and into dog room to snooze till bed time. The worst thing you can do to a dog, to my mind, is put it in a kennel and bring it out only when you want to show or train it and then put it back again. 
If that is what you want to do, buy a hoover!!. 
All my dogs are loved family pets and I am proud of that fact, forget that and you forget the only reason for having a dog, to enrich its and your life and to connect at a spiritual level. 
I remember a number of years ago a very well known judge was boasting to me he had gone into another breed. What about your ……. I asked?  I let them all go, he said, but I found them good homes.  Oh said I so they didn’t have a good home when they were with you then? You just kept them to show and then when you didn’t want to show that breed anymore you got rid.
The sad thing was he thought I was kidding and laughed. I am still shaking my head. 
I am not saying this person was not successful I am afraid they were, so always remember good people do not always win and bad people do not always lose
Study pedigrees against the dog it will give you the recipe that was used to produce either a dog you like or a dog you do not. Too many people only look at the pedigree of a dog they like it is far more important to look at a pedigree of a dog you do not and learn from it. 
I remember when I bought in my darling Dinah (Noorable Di Nah Mite at Arnscroft) she won a few best puppy’s but was not a big winner, in fact the best she got at Crufts was a third. It was her pedigree I wanted which encompassed the very best of the breed. I remember someone in the breed asking if I was going to let her go. Why said I? Well she isn’t winning is she they said. I felt very sorry for that person they had no idea the value of a dog is in its heart just like a person not in the red cards they produce. I have had many good winners but I have had many who have never seen a show ring and who have been diamonds in my eyes. Dinah had the last laugh though, ever since she produced her first litter (and she has had only two litters) she has been top brood bitch in our breed every year and at present is Top Pastoral Brood Bitch. She is almost twelve now and her grand daughter is now strutting her stuff and that is key. Anyone can possibly produce one big winner the true test is having consistency in your kennel with a team that can compete against each other and keep the flag flying if others are out for some reason. You may not think it but this year has been hard for our kennel, as many judges have already given them CCs and so we have not been able to bring out a full team anywhere. Having said that, it is silly to bring out a dog just because it is entered, Claudius who was top dog last year dropped his coat after his BOB at SKC the like of which I have never seen before and hope never to see again. He looked like a nine month old puppy again. So he has been put away and will return when his condition lives up to him being called Champion. That does not mean  he is being ignored on the contrary we are working harder on him than on anyone else and when he re-emerges in September he will be back to his best and ready to battle with the best.
Mia is going for the Bitch record and in August was sitting on 25 CCs. It would be a great honour if she is successful, as this record has stood for over twenty years and it would be nice for it to move on in the new century and hopefully, if she is successful, it will not be as long before another girl takes it off her.  You might think keeping Mia fit and mentally happy in the show ring is our greatest problem but she is a Diva and loves every minute of showing off so will turn it on any place, anywhere, any time. No, for her it is the long lay off waiting for the chance to show her under judges who have not given her a CC. It was no coincidence that when she did get to go to a Championship show she won BOB and Pastoral Group 2 and loved every minute. She hates to be left behind and so we have to find opportunities for her to show off and that doesn’t have to be in the ring. It can be as simple as taking her down to Tesco’s and letting people meet her and allowing her to give them the benefit of her time. 

Buhunds are a long living breed and so there is no excuse for veterans to be unfit. Ours are all kept up to the same work routine as the others and it  has been the saving grace of the kennel this year as both our veterans have come out when the youngsters could not and have taken CCs and even better Rossi won the pastoral group at Southern Counties and is current Top Dog. 

Winning in the breed is very important but competing in the Group ring and taking on the best of the rest in the pastoral group is our ultimate goal. The more our breed is seen, admired and acknowledged in the big ring the more we will encourage others into the breed. 
Our kennel is the first ever to have Group winning boys and of course Mia has had two group 2’s but it is their consistency of placings I am most pleased with. To be placed in a group with one from a kennel is good but in all we have been placed with all four over and over again.

That is not to say things do not go wrong, it is frightening how success can turn to disaster and disaster to success. Never fear either because as long as you still have your dog neither really matters as good or bad there is always another day! 
This was never more clear to me than when after many tries Lal produced two babes, Nero and Lilly, unfortunately Nero did not survive but little Lilly flourished. As a singleton she was never left alone and lived in the dog room with her mum and the old gentleman ( Flash one of GSDs now 13). As she grew all the other dogs were allowed back in, till at four weeks she was queen among the family and her whelping box was full of soft toys. Now there is a lot said about singletons. Some say you will never get anything good out of a litter of one as you need the numbers to get a good one. Others say they never make up or come on right as they miss the companionship of their siblings. But I say Bunkum!! 
A dog doesn’t get any better because there are more around them, a good one will always be good and a dud will get no better no matter how many others surround them. As to company well every dog I had babysat played with and loved her and she could not have wanted for anything. In fact siblings would have never have been so caring and giving to her. Her personality is the result of the care and love of my canine family all eleven of them!! 
I had many people who wanted to buy Lilly but I refused them all long before she even got on her feet. The truth is she was Lal’s only baby and I would never, not even if she was the ugliest Bu in the land and she had her moments, have separated them. 

She has had an amazing start to her puppy career winning her puppy group and getting reserve BPIS at Working and Pastoral Championship show, She has also won two reserve CCs from judges whose opinion I value highly and a puppy group 4 at another Championship Show.
 Everyone knows however the goal for her was a high one; it was to qualify for Pro Plan/ Dog World PUP of the Year a hotly contested competition. Thousands of puppies try but only about 20 get through and the only Buhund ever to have done that was Kirsty’s lovely lad Tane. Claude had won through to the prestigious Junior Stakes final and of course my Shepherds had taken me to the Pedigree Veteran and Champions finals but we had not as a kennel produced a finalist in pup of the year.  Lilly won her heat at Windsor but went no further. Then at Leeds she stormed through her day and went on to take over all winner on the last day of the show. We were so thrilled and touched by the genuine delight of all our friends in Buhunds and in all the other breeds. The joy of sharing such fun is the reason my pals pay a penny for my dogs. Lilly is still only eight months old and is learning each time she goes out and going from strength to strength but she is only a baby, so we will not as usual compete in Ireland this year as I feel she is too young and she needs to enjoy her puppy career here at home with no stress. Although she did not need a sibling to grow well and strong, I also believe in bringing up pups together so they can get puppy play times when they want, that mad half hour that the older kids have grown out of or only want when they want. So we went and bought in a working Labrador pup Sally (our other working Labs Sam and Gill are 10 and 12) and they are now inseparable and when all the adults have had enough the pups just keep on going and going! What a joy.
So there, that is an insight into our kennel and the way I see showing. It is a personal view built up over 34 years of breeding, showing and training dogs and having a great laugh with my friends. Over those years I am proud to say I have produced working police dogs, search and rescue dogs, obedience winners, working trials winners, hearing dogs, field trial dogs, champions and most importantly beloved family pets.  I am proud to say that at the half way stage of the annual national competitions we are leading the breed in Top Breeder, Top Puppy, Top Bitch, Top Dog and of course Top Pastoral Brood Bitch but more importantly we are now in partnership with the top Norwegian kennel to bring new bloodlines into the UK and strengthen the breed on both sides of the water. There are some lovely animals coming up from our British kennels and lots of people wanting to join our breed. I was so proud of us all when a well known Championship judge stopped me and said, My Di the Buhunds are really on there way back. Yes said I and we aren’t going away. 
I would urge everyone to be part of that journey, our breed is going places but everyone needs to be on the train, promoting the breed through positive dialogue. We need to stand together and challenge any negative opinion on the future of our breed. We now have many owners and potential owners passionate about our breed and willing to take it to the next level. So come on everyone get out there and sign up new members of the Buhund family, urge them to use the standing order process so we do not lose them after a year and let us show the way by changing over to the standing order process rather than cheques and ensuring continued revenue for the club.
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